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(I In some ryokans you take off your footwear in
the main entrance hall, and in others you re-
move your shoes at the entrance to your room.

(2) The Maid
In a ryokan the maid will guide you to your
room, serve tea, bring you your meals, prepare
the bedding and see that any other service you
need is provided for. Tipping is not customary
in Japan.

(8 Ask the Maid.

(A) Where is the emergency exit?

Is there a safe deposit box to place valuables in?
(Usually, the guest room is equipped with a safe de-
posit box. But you may also ask the front desk to
keep them for you.)

[© What time and where is the dinner (breakfast)
served?

(D) What are the operating hours of the communal bath?

(E) What is the phone number of the front desk?

(@) In traditional rooms, you sit on cushions placed
on legless chairs. During formal occasions you sit
with your heels tucked under you, but it is most
acceptable to sit cross-legged when relaxing.
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